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Examiner's reasons for allowance 

The claimed invention is drawn to a method of treating a convulsive disorder 
comprising administration of isovaleramide to a patient suffering from a convulsive 
disorder, wherein the convulsive disorder is selected from the group consisting of simple 
partial seizures, complex partial seizures, generalized tonic-clonic seizures, secondarily 
generalized seizures, status epilepticus and trauma-induced seizures and a method of 
treating headaches comprising administration of isovaleramide. Applicant teaches that 
the administration of isovaleramide decreases the expression of amygdala-kindled 
seizures in fully kindled rats (Examples 5 and 6). The closest prior art is Balandrin et al. 
(U.S. Patent 5,506,268), Drug Facts and Comparisons 1999 ed. Pgs. 1595-1597, and 
Pharmacotherapy, A Pathophysiologic Approach (Dipiro et al. 2 nd ed. Elsvier, 1991 , pgs. 
132, and 1238). 

Balandrin et al. teach isovaleramide as an effective anxiolytic agent that 
decreases spontaneous locomotor activity but does not teach that isovaleramide 
decreases convulsive disorders. Drug facts teaches that diazepam is an anxiolytic that 
is an anti-convulsant to treat status epilepticus and recurrent convulsive seizures but 
does not teach anything about isovaleramide. The above mentioned prior art does not 
teach the use of isovaleramide to treat convulsive disorders selected from the group 
consisting of simple partial seizures, complex partial seizures, generalized tonic-clonic 
seizures, secondarily generalized seizures, status epilepticus and trauma-induced 
seizures; therefore, the use of isovaleramide for the treatment of convulsive disorder is 
novel and non-obvious. Further, Pharmacotherapy teaches that headache is a 
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symptom associated with premenstrual syndrome. It is also taught that a known 
anxiolytic agent, alprazolam, is useful in treating premenstrual syndrome but there is no 
teaching of isovaleramide. Because the prior art does not teach the use of 
isovaleramide for the treatment of headaches, it is therefore novel and non-obvious. 
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